
(Riyadh, Saudi Arabia; a daugh-

ter, Julia, of College Station; and 

four grandchildren. 

(Continued on page 8) 

Worshipful Brother      

Nicholas Aden Combs , 87, 

laid down the working tools of 

life on Wednesday, August 10, 

2011. He was a Past Master of 

both Sul Ross Lodge No. 1300 

in College Station, and Adam 

Royder Lodge No. 778 in Well-

born. He was an affiliated plural 

member of Planters Lodge No. 
147, in Plantersville, and Rich-

ards Lodge No. 1116, at Rich-

ards. A native of Dallas, Texas, 

he was born on January 30, 

1924, attended schools in north 

Texas, and was a graduate of 

Irving High School. After high 

school, he joined the U.S. Army 

Air Forces and served as on a 

flight crew in the Pacific-Asiatic 

Theater during World War II. 

After the war, he returned to 

Dallas, but reentered the mili-

tary, joining the U.S. Air Force 

in 1947, in which he served as a 

crewmember in the Air Forceõs 

Transport, Airlift and Mobility 

commands. In addition to his 

service during World War II, his 

military career included service 

during the Korean and Viet 

Nam wars, as well as participa-

tion in a number of operations 

like the atomic bomb tests at 

Enewetak Atoll in the Marshall 

Islands, and secret missions 

during the 1960s into Leopold-

ville, in the former Belgian Con-

go. His decorations include the 
Air Medal with one oak leaf 

cluster. 

In September 1972, Brother 

Combs retired from the Air 

Force with the rank of Master 

Sergeant, and he and his wife, 

Sheila, moved to College Sta-

tion, where his two sons had 

attended Texas A&M University. 

He spent the next fifteen years 

employed in the Agricultural 

Communications print shop on 

the campus of Texas A&M Uni-

versity, retiring in 1987. 

Brother Combs is survived by 

his wife, Sheila; a son, Nicholas 

E. and wife Sandra, of League 

City, Texas; a son, Kenneth E. 

òK.Có, and wife EveAnn, of 

BROTHER NICHOLAS ADEN COMBS (1924 -2011) 

FROM THE EAST  

Brethren: 

As we close the 4th month of 

the 2011-2012 Masonic year, 

the lodge is busy with degree 

conferrals, examinations, and 

practices.  We have seen many 

young men work their way 

through the degrees and I am 

proud of each of them and hope 

that they will continue on their 

journey in Masonry.  Sul Ross 

has been privileged to have a 

great deal of visitors to our 

lodge this year. These brethren 

offer much to our meetings and 

provide opportunities to learn 

of Masonic customs from other 

parts of the globe.  I also hope 

that each of our visitors have 

returned home to their mother 

lodge, having taken a small part 

of Sul Ross Lodge with them.  

As this calendar year comes to 

an end, we have some great  

(Continued on page 4) 
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My brothers please keep all 

of our service men and 

women in your prayers 

when on bended knee and 

let us not forget to thank 

them for their service and 

sacrifice.  

If you are or know of a Sul 

Ross Lodge member currently 

serving in the military please 
provide a report for future 

newsletters.  You may send a 

message to Brother Roy Smith 

at smithro@myalpha1.net or 

Brother Chance Robinson at 

crobinson@aggienetwork.com. 

Where are they serving?  

2LT Tyler Boykin is sta-

tioned in Okinawa, Japan.  

He is a USMC Communi-

cations Officer and Texas 

Aggie Class of '09.  

ENS Chance Schrutka is 

now attending Submarine 

School 

CPT Joseph Dagostino has 

returned to the Mideast 

CPT Mark Howard is 

deploying to Korea this 

month for one year with 

the USAF 

the Tiler in all three, a position 

I enjoy very much.  And, yes, I 

am a Scottish Rite Mason, and a 

member of the Shreveport 

Shrine. 

I spent 38 years with the US 

Army (parachutist and Special 

Forces) after 3 years as a Ma-

rine (and as a Drill Instruc-

tor).  Twenty years active duty, 
and twenty-one years auditing 

the Army with Army Audit 

Agency (USAAA does go with 

the Army into combat are-

as).  In those 41 years I visited 

most of our planet.  A lot of 

which was viewed through the 

sights of a rifle.  And, yes, I was 

highly decorated ð many 

times.  I became a Mason after 

retiring from my 20 years of 

active duty. 

What my uncle told me was 

true.   

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Bobby Evans, Mason 

Brother  SW Robinson, 

Decades ago when I was about 

13, one of my uncles took me 

aside and told me that if I want-

ed to become a real man and 

find out what life was all about, 

then I should become a Ma-

son.   I had asked him about 

the ring he was wearing.  I 

never forgot what he told me. 

I have been an endowed mem-

ber of Sul Ross Masonic Lodge 

since 1973.  However, I havenõt 

returned to College Station 

since I graduated from Texas 

A&M in 1974.  (Short visits 

donõt count.)  I have been an 

active Mason during the mean-

time.  I attended various lodges 

the many years I worked in 

Germany.  And, I visited many 

lodges in Maryland.  Since re-

turning to Texas I am an en-

dowed member in Bluff Dale, 

Dublin, and Clairette Lodg-

es.  After working my way up 

through the chairs I became 

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

 

Brethren, 

Keep those letters coming, 

and tell us about your travels 

in foreign countries receiving 

your wages.  I look forward 

to hearing from you, reading 

and including your letters, 

articles, and photos in the 

upcoming months. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Chance M. Robinson 

Senior Warden, Sul Ross 

Lodge No. 1300 

 

Please send your letters, arti-

cles and digital photos to: 

crobinson@aggienetwork.com 

DISPATCHES FROM THE FRONT  

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR  

If you are or 

know of a Sul 

Ross Lodge 

member 

currently 

serving in the 

military please 

provide a report 

for future 

newsletters.   

Page 2 Sul Ross Lodge News  

A report of some of 
the Sul Ross Lodge 

members serving in 
the military is provid-
ed in Dispatches From 

the Front.  

òI had asked him 
about the ring he was 

wearing.   I never for-
got what he told me.ó 

Brother Chance 
Schrutka graduated 

Nuclear Power School 
in Charleston, SC  

Brother Tyler Boykin 
recently completed 

TBS and MOS in 
Quantico, Virginia  

mailto:smithro@myalpha1.net
mailto:crobinson@aggienetwork.com?subject=Sul%20Ross%20Lodge%20News
mailto:crobinson@aggienetwork.com?subject=Sul%20Ross%20Lodge%20News


The Sul Ross 

Lodge Annual 

Holiday 

Banquet will be 

Saturday, 

December 10th. 
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NOVEMBER 2011  

7 Mon. EA Exam and FC Degree BVMLM 6:30 p.m. College Station 

11 Fri. Veteranõs Day    

12 Sat. Waco Scottish Rite Reunion Lee Lockwood 

Scottish Rite Library 

7:30 a.m. Waco 

14 Mon. Stated Communication (Past Masters Night) BVMLM 5:30 p.m. College Station 

18 Fri. Planters #147 Stated Communication Planters Lodge 6:30 p.m. Plantersville 

21 Mon. Floor School BVMLM 6:30 p.m. College Station 

24 Thurs. Thanksgiving Day    

26 Sat. Ivanhoe Commandery Annual Inspection Masonic Temple 9:00 a.m. Bryan 

28 Mon. Floor School BVMLM 6:30 p.m. College Station 

DECEMBER 2011 

2 - 

3 

Fri. 

Sat. 

Grand Communication 

(All Master Masons May Attend) 

Grand Lodge Temple 9:00 a.m. Waco 

5 Mon. Floor School BVMLM 6:30 p.m. College Station 

9 Fri. Alamo #44 Reception of Grand Officers Alamo 6:00 p.m. San Antonio 

10 Sat. Annual Sul Ross Lodge Holiday Banquet Pebble Creek CC 6:00 p.m. College Station 

12 Mon. Stated Communication BVMLM 5:30 p.m. College Station 

19 Mon. Lodge Dark    

25 Sun. Christmas Day    

26 Mon. Richards #1116 Stated Communication Richards Lodge 6:00 p.m. Richards 

27 Tues. St. John the Evangelists Day    

JANUARY 2012  

2 Mon. Orphanõs Friend #17 Stated Communication Orphanõs Friend 6:30 p.m. Carlos 

9 Mon. Stated Communication BVMLM 5:30 p.m. College Station 

16 Mon. Floor School BVMLM 6:30 p.m. College Station 

23 Mon. Steve Cooke Scottish Rite Club Meeting BVMLM 7:00 p.m. College Station 

30 Mon. Floor School BVMLM 6:30 p.m. College Station 

31 Tues. Family Fun Night and Potluck Supper BVMLM 6:30 p.m. College Station 

FEBRUARY 2012  

11 Sat. Gulf Coast York Rite Festival Holland Lodge 6:30 a.m. Houston 

13 Mon. Stated Communication BVMLM 5:30 p.m. College Station 

LOCAL CALENDAR OF MASONIC EVENTS  

Sul Ross Lodge was chartered in 1947, and is thought to be the first known Masonic Lodge to have func-

tioned on the campus of a state college or university in the United States.  A unique feature of the new 

lodge was that among its members were the president of Texas A&M College, all of the deans, and almost 
all of the department heads.  The sizeable number of college administrators who were Master Masons 
provided impetus to the growth of the new lodge which created almost 100 new masons during its first 

year of existence.  In 1951 Sul Ross Lodge purchased the Dan Russell building at 312 Jersey Street (now 

Bush Street.  It was sold in 2000.  

Lawrence Sullivan 
Rossñ1838-1898 Sol-

dier, Statesman, 
Knightly Gentleman, 
Brig. General C.S.A., 

Governor of Texas, 
President of AMC  

Sul Ross Lodge No. 1300 meets every Monday evening for a communication or practice.  

Called Communications or Floor School are held every Monday except Stated Communication at 6:30 p.m. 

http://wacoscottishrite.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=61&Itemid=77
http://www.grandlodgeoftexas.org/node/2232
http://www.texasyorkrite.org/chapter/forms/YorkRitePetition.pdf
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events planned. At our Novem-

ber stated meeting, we will 

have a Past Masters night to 

recognize the many contribu-

tions from this group of great 

men.  I have learned such a 

great deal from our Past Mas-

ters and want to thank them 

for their service to Sul Ross 
Lodge and our great fraternity.  

It also appears that the coming 

months will provide more op-

portunities for masonry as a 

good number of men continue 

to seek membership in our 

great fraternity. This is very 

exciting to see. 

Our Junior Warden, Josh Rein-

bolt, has been working hard 

putting together our Holiday 

Banquet.  It will be held on the 

10th of December at Pebble 

Creek Country Club.  We will 
present all of our service 

awards for this year as well as 

recognize our widows and 

newly raised Master Masons. 

We have also learned that Sul 

Ross Lodge has been awarded 

the Vanguard Award for the 

2010-2011 Masonic year.  It has 

been a great year so far, and I 

look forward to what is to 

come. 

Sincerely and Fraternally, 

Bobby Roggenbuck 

Master, Sul Ross Lodge 

BOOK ON THE ALTAR ñAn excerpt from OLD TILER TALKS  

material of his hundreds of 

homilies, make thirty-nine talks 

new to the book, a total of 

seventy in all. 

These have been roughly classi-

fied under seven headings.  To 

offer in defense of his fanciful 

classification the author has no 

other alibi than the weak state-

ment that the Old Tiler is him-

self a fancy! 

The portrait of the Old Tiler 

on the book jacket is the loving 

work of Brother Frank A. 

Stockwell of Buffalo, New 

York, who has (at least to the 

authorõs eyes) succeeded in 

getting the biting sarcasm, 

courage and philosophy of the 

Old Tiler into his kindly face. 

The author does not always 

agree with the Old Tiler ð 

perhaps it is the Old Tiler who 

disagrees with the author!  

Some to whom that statement 

is made may answer: òWhy 

donõt you make him say what 

you think?  You are the boss 

man!ó 

All who have written know 

that, if they live, pen and ink 

characters have minds and 

thoughts of their own, some-

times to the benefit, sometimes 

to the grief of their fathers! 

Therefore, with what is hoped 

is becoming modesty, this invi-

tation is extended: whatever 

you like in the Old Tilerõs talks, 

credit it to his creator; if his 

sharpness or his ideas offend, 

blame the Old Tiler and not 

-The Author 

Old Tiler Talks by Carl H. 

Claudy The Temple Publishers, 

Inc. D.C. 1949 

òBook on the Altaró 

òI heard the most curious tale,ó 
began the New Brother seating 

himself beside the Old Tiler 

during refreshment.  òShoot!ó 

commanded the Old Tiler. 

òFriend of mine belongs to a 

midwest lodge.  Seems they 

elected a chap to become a 

member but when he took the 

degree he stopped the work to 

ask for the Koran in place of 

the Bible on the Altar.  Said he 

wanted the holy book of his 

faith, and the Bible wasnõt it!ó 

Yes, go on,ó prompted the Old 

Tiler.  òWhat did they do?ó 

òThe officers held a pow-wow 

and the Master finally decided 

that as the ritual demanded the 

ôHoly Bible, Square and Com-

passesõ as furniture for the 

lodge, the applicant was wrong 

and that heõd have to use the 

Bible or not take his degree.  

And the funny part was that 

the initiate was satisfied and 

took his degree with the Bible  

(Continued on page 5) 

Forward  

The Old Tiler first appeared in 

print in August, 1921 when the 

first of four hundred and four-

teen òOld Tiler Talksó were 

printed in the Fellowship Fo-

rum, a fraternal newspaper 

published in Washington, D.C. 

In 1925 the publisher (The 
Temple Publishers) asked the 

author to select a few of the 

best of the talks and thirty-one 

were accordingly made into a 

little volume, copyrighted in 

that year.  The book which 

sold for a dollar, ran into two 

editions of five thousand copies 

each. 

By the time they were all sold 

the Fellowship Forum ran head 

into the depression and disap-

peared and with it the Old 

Tiler. 

His homely philosophy, sharp 

tongue and common sense, 

however, had made a place for 

him in the hearts of readers; 

demand for the book has never 

ceased, although it has lessened 

in the twenty-four years since 

the Old Tiler first spoke from 

between the covers. 

At long last the Old Tiler sits 

again before the door of his 

lodge, there to repeat the tales 

which made him liked so long 

ago, and, from the wealth of 

Bro. Claudy 

wrote 32 books & 

over 1600 essays 

and short stories 

concerning 

numerous 

masonic topics, 

and yet his 

formal education 

concluded after 

only a year of 

high school. 
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The compasses and 
the quadrant, the em-

blem of a Past Master.  
Past Masters Night 
will be November 14.  

Bro. Carl H. Claudy, 
33° (1879-1957) Ma-

sonic author, Grand 
Master in D.C. 1943.  

BY CARL H. CLAUDY  
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on the Altar.  Iõm glad they 

have him, and not this lodge.ó 

òWhy?ó 

òWhy, a chap who backs down 

that way canõt have very much 

courage; Iõd have had more 

respect for him if heõd insisted 

and if he couldnõt have his way, 

refused to go on with the de-

gree.ó 

òAll wrong, brother, all 

wrong!ó commented the Old 

Tiler.  òThe Mohammedan 

initiate wasnõt concerned about 

himself but about the lodge.  

He showed a high degree of 

Masonic principle in asking for 

his own holy book, and a great 

consideration for the lodge.  

This man isnõt a Christian.  He 

doesnõt believe in Christ.  He 

believes in Allah and Moham-

med his prophet.  The Bible, to 

you a holy book, is to him no 

more than the Koran is to you.  

You wouldnõt regard an obliga-

tion taken on a dictionary or a 

cookbook or a Koran as bind-

ing, in the same degree that 

you would one taken on the 

Bible.  Thatõs the way this chap 

felt.  He wanted to take his 

obligations so that it would 

bind his conscience.  The Mas-

ter would not let him, because 

he slavishly followed the words 

of the ritual instead of the spirit 

of Masonry.  Masonry does not 

limit an applicant to his choice 

of name for a Supreme Being.  I 

can believe in Allah, or Buddha, 

or Confucius, or Mithra, or 

Christ, or Siva, or Brahma, or 

Jehovah, and be a good Mason.  

If he believes in a Great Archi-

tect that is all Masonry de-

mands; my brethren do not 

care what I name him.ó 

òThen think you this chap isnõt 
really obligated?  I must write 

my friend and warn himéó 

òSoftly, softly!  Any man with 

enough reverence for Masonry, 

in advance of knowledge of it, 

to want his own holy book on 

which to take on obligation 

would feel himself morally obli-

gated to keep his word, wheth-

er there was his, anotherõs or 

no holy book at all, on the 

Altar.  An oath is not really 

binding because of the book 

beneath your hand.  It is the 

spirit with which you assume 

an obligation which makes it 
binding.  The book is but a 

symbol that you make your 

promise in the presence of the  

God you revere.  The cement 

of brotherly love which we 

spread is not material-the 

working tools of a Master Ma-

son are not used upon stone 

but upon human hearts.  Your 

brother did his best to con-

form to the spirit of our usages 

in asking for the book he had 

been taught to revere.  Failing 

in that through no fault of his 

own, doubtless he took his 

obligation with a sincere belief 

in its sacredness.  Legally he 

would not be considered to 

commit perjury if he asked for 

his own book and was forced 

to use another.ó 

òWhatõs the law got to do with 

it?ó 

òJust nothing at all, which is the 

point I make.  In England and 

America, Canada and South 

America, Australia, and part of 

the Continent, the Bible is 

universally used.  In Scottish 

Rite bodies you will find many 

holy books; but let me ask you 

this; when our ancient brethren 

met on hills and valleys, long 

before Christ, did they use the 

New Testament on their altars?  

Of course not; there was none.  

You can say that they used the 

Old Testament and I can say 

they used a Talmud and some-

one else can say they used 
none at all, and all of us are as 

right as the other.  But they 

used a reverence for sacred 

things.  If you write your friend, 

you might tell him that the 

ritual which permits a man to 

name his God as he pleases, 

but demands that a book which 

reveres one particular God be 

used, is faulty.  The ritual of 

Masonry is faulty; it was made 

by man.  But the spirit of Ma-

sonry is divine; it comes from 

menõs hearts.  If obligation and 

books and names of the Deity 

are matters of the spirit, every 

condition is satisfied.  If I were 

Master and an applicant de-
manded any one or any six 

books on which to lay his hand 

while he pledged himself to us, 

Iõd get them if they were to be 

had, and Iõd tell my lodge what 

a reverent Masonic spirit was 

in the man who asked.ó 

òSeems to me you believe in a 

lot of funny things; how many 

gods do you believe in?ó 

òThere is but one,ó was the 

Old Tilerõs answer, òCall Him 

what you will.  Let me repeat a 

little bit of verse for you: 

ôAt the Meuzzinõs call for pray-

er The kneeling faithful 

thronged the square; Amid a 

monasteryõs weed, An old 

Franciscan told his beads, 

While on Pushkaraõs lofty 

height A dark priest chanted 

Brahmaõs might, While to the 

synagogue there came A Jew, 

to praise Jehovahõs Name. The 

One Great God looked down 

and smiled And counted each 

His loving child; For Turk and 

Brahmin, monk and Jew Had 

reached Him through the gods 

they knew.õ 

òIf we reach Him in Masonry, it 

makes little difference by what 

sacred name we arrive,ó fin-

ished the Old Tiler, reverently. 

òYouõve reached me, anyhow,ó 

said the New Brother, shaking 

hands as if he meant it. 

Thank you to Temple Publishers, 

Inc. of Burlington, NC for permis-

sion to reprint an excerpt from a 
masonic classic Old Tiler Talks by 

Carl H. Claudy.  Purchase your 

copy online at: 

www.thetemplepublishers.com  

Old Tiler Talks 

and other 

classic masonic 

reprints can be 

purchased 

online at 

www.thetemple

publishers.com 
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...so long as that light 
shines upon its altar, 

so long as it illumi-
nates the pathway of 
the Craftsmen by its 

golden rays of truth, 
so long will Freema-
sonry live and shed its 

beneficent influence 
upon mankind.  

The portrait of the 
Old Tiler on the book 

jacket is the loving 
work of Brother Frank 
A. Stockwell of Buffa-

lo, New York.  

http://www.thetemplepublishers.com/
http://www.thetemplepublishers.com/
http://www.thetemplepublishers.com/


òThe three steps 

delineated upon 

the Masterõs 

carpet are 

emblematical of 

the three 

principal stages 

of human life, 

youth, manhood 

and old age.ó 
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Lawrence Sullivan 
Rossñ1838-1898 Sol-

dier, Statesman, 
Knightly Gentleman, 
Brig. General C.S.A., 

Governor of Texas, 
President of AMC  

NOVEMBER  

3 Charles W. Harrison  12 Erik R. Gebhardt 20 Michel A. Mohler 

4 David C. Bryan  12 Nils E. Kjell 21 John P. Cordova V 

6 Arnold L. (Andy) Andrews  13 Jimmie McMahan  22 Marion M. Barringer 

7 Bobby G. Evans  13 Herman T. Hunt Jr.  22 James B. Beal Jr  

7 Brian M. Wilkey  17 Scott W. Bratsen 26 Riley W. Waddell 

9 Bruce G. Chabot 17 Arthur J. Stocker 28 C. Thomas Payne II  

9 Gary L. Moore 18 Robert C. Pagenkopf 28 Chance M. Robinson 

10 David M. Peter 19 Justin K. Trahan  29 John C Thomas 

11 Wesley C. Hoffmann 19 K. Chance Schrutka    

DECEMBER 

3 Matthew W. Allan 16 Davin D. Gracy 25 Clark Rich 

3 Jeffrey D. Antal 16 Sean D. McCarroll 26 Michael A. Bailey 

4 Mark L. Howard 17 Donald Saylak 28 Eugene B. Smith  

6 Joseph B. Michels 19 Jeffrey R. Harbert 29 J. Michael D. Murphy 

7 Morgan S. Salonek 21 Alfred J. Lehtonen II 29 James D. Robbins  

9 Jesse E. Watson 23 Daurent J. Bouchard 29 Michael S. Lassiter  

12 Christopher D. Ramsey 25 R. Conrad Eckard    

JANUARY  

2 Harry C. August 14 Ashton T. Brown 22 Alfred W. Jeanes 

2 Thomas W. Comstock 14 Arthur C. Flory 23 Jack D. Sherman 

5 T. Derek Halling 14 Horace G. Jacks III 23 Barron R. Fredricks 

7 Homer B. Adams 15 H. Dwayne Credor 27 Claude D. Davis 

7 Frederick A. Mckethan III 15 Ronald G. Quiram 28 Raymond M. Owensby 

9 P G (Pete) Normand Jr 16 Justin R. Rosewell 29 Joshua W. Reinbolt  

9 Jerome W. Swoboda 19 Louis S. Koronka 29 Carlos J. Roberts 

12 Michael W. Smith 19 Harvey D. Miller 30 Michael Robinson  

12 Jeffery M. Stark 20 Andrey Malakhovsky   

UPCOMING BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS  


